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You Have Choices to Support Our Children

First, | want to thank our donors from the bottom of our
hearts for the wonderful support we have received this past
fiscal year. You have shown us that you are truly invested in
children who have been taken into foster care, making their
journey not only easier but, on average, eight months
shorter, all while saving you tax dollars.

Second, we thank our CASA volunteers. They are very
successful in their advocacy. One strong choice for you is to
become a CASA volunteer yourself. See the list of our
current volunteers included here.

This past fiscal year, our financial support from individual
donors like you has grown to over $60,000, and in late June,
we learned that United Way funded an increase of $30,000,
again, because of donors like you. Another beneficial choice
for you is to continue your financial support.

You have shown that, just like us, you cannot tolerate having
587 Macon County children in foster care. You, like us, ask
why our community has almost 4% of all 16,800 childrenin
care in lllinois when we have less than 1% of the state's
population.

We have many new donors, and we warmly welcome you to
our CASA donor family. We sincerely hope you will continue
to give us your financial support. Together, we can
significantly slow the scourge of families being broken and
children forced to live in foster care (good as that may be).

With your response to our calls for action:

* We have attracted more volunteers. We now have almost
100 active volunteers, doubling the number we had in 2015.
Our next 30-hour classes begins August 9th & September
27th!

* We advocate for more children. We advocated for over
244 children in the first six months of this year versus 163
in the same period last year and 153 in the first half of
2016.

* We were assigned more new children. We were
assigned 80 children in the first six months of this year
versus 43 in the same period last year and 23 in the first
half of 2016.

*We advocate for a higher percentage of children than
ever before. In the first quarter this year, we were
assigned 66% of all children brought into care. Two years
ago, it was 28%.

* We have used reserve funds to add to our professional
staff as the number of volunteers and children assigned to
CASA has grown. We now have 7 professionals and 2
office staff to support our volunteers, up from just 4 staff
members 3 years ago.

* We were awarded a new VOCA (Victims of Crime Act)
grant of $130,000 and we are on our way to being self-
sufficient even as our budget has almost doubled.

* Thanks to the county, we have a new address and brand
new offices at the Macon County Office Building--with real
windows--giving us a view of downtown and the court
house.

We continue to be grateful for your help. Supporting
CASA ensures that Macon County's abused and neglected
children have a trained, caring CASA volunteer looking
our for their best interest.

-Steve Miller, Macon County CASA Executive Director-
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How to Volunteer:

1. A desire to help children.

2. No legal or social work
background is required.

3. A minimum of 21 years old.

4. Pass a background check.

5. Provide 3 references.

6. 30 hours of training.

7. Call us at 217-428-8424.

8. Go to www.maconcountycasa.org

to apply.
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CASA By the Numbers

15-30 months = average length of time to resolve a case after
abused and neglected children are taken into foster care.

10-15 hours = number of volunteer hours for one advocate to
act as the voice of a child and to ensure a safe, permanent
home.

$2,200 = funds needed to support one CASA volunteer
advocate for one year.

$5,698 = funds needed to keep a child in foster care per
month.

61.5% = percentage of new children in 2018 with a CASA
advocate in Macon County.

0-21 = ages of abused and neglected children in the court's
care.

80% = percentage of children in Macon County CASA's care
under the age of 12.

*Supporting Macon County CASA saves taxpayers
66,176 per vear per child.**




